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What Students Can Expect of Me 

(Philosophy Is Such a Weighty Word) 

 

Every young person should have the opportunity to be the curious, capable learners that 

they undeniably are. We know the concept of “meeting students where they are at,” but I would 

argue that the real work begins when we can go above and beyond that as educators. By avoiding 

condescension and recognizing students as autonomous, competent individuals with dynamic 

lives outside of the theatre, I aim to foster an environment based in community partnership and 

mutual growth. The classroom should function as a place to explore, question, and celebrate 

ourselves, our neighbors, and the world we share.  

One of the first things I say when introducing myself to my students is that theatre has 

saved my life. I do not say this to shock them or worry them, I say this because it was, and 

continues to be, true. Since a vast majority of my students have found a life-saving force in 

theatre, I quickly realized what I wanted to be able to provide as an educator. I have become 

dedicated to supporting and creating theatre that encourages students to start engaging 

conversations with their personal and collective histories regardless of societal factors that may 

discourage them otherwise.  

If you find yourself in a classroom with me, you can expect a process-over-product 

approach with a focus on social-emotional exploration and care. I, above all, want to provide a 



place where students can safely let their guards down and explore with bravery, humor, and 

compassion. In As You Like It, Rosalind says, “I had rather have a fool to make me merry than 

experience to make me sad…” I would like to think that both should and can coexist in the ways 

that we learn. In my lessons, there is less pressure to create something “perfect” or “right,” and 

more emphasis on the joys, triumphs, and (naturally) frustrations of the process. By sharing my 

own experiences, I want to help my students reach a deeper understanding of how life can be 

lived in the wake of personal grief, and how we can build a network of dedicated, supportive, 

and invested creative minds. 

 


